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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SAINT  IVES 
in  the  County  of  Huntingdon  and  Peterborough 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December  1968. 

To:-  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  1968. 
Vitail  Statistics 

Population  I  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimated  population  figure  for  1968  which,  according 
to  him,  shows  a  decrease  of  190  over  the  previous  year’s 
figure.  It  is  hard  to  believe  this  figure  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  residential  development 
in  the  district  compared  with  previous  years. 

Birth  Rate  There  were  28  fewer  live  births  this  year 
compared  to  last,  bringing  both  the  crude  and  corrected  birth 
rate  to  a  somewhat  lower  level  fractionally  below  the  figure 
for  the  Country  as  a  whole.  A  pleasing  feature  to  note 
however,  is  that  the  stillbirth  rate  of  13  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  is  down  compared  to  1967  and  is  now 
1.0  per  1,000  less  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate  21  more  deaths  occurred  in  the  district  this 
year  compared  with  last,  raising  the  corrected  death  rate  to 
10.4  per  1,000  population,  a  figure  which  is  never-the-less  well 
below  the  rate  for  the  Country  as  a  whole  (11.9). 

48%  of  deaths  were  primarily  due  to  Cardio- Vascular 
diseases  and  21%  to  malignant  diseases.  It  is  worth  noting 
that  the  incidence  of  “  lung  cancer  ”  increased  three  fold 
during  the  year  —  there  being  9  cases  in  1968  compared  to 
3  the  previous  year. 

Infant  Miortalify  9  infants  died  during  the  year  before 
reaching  the  age  of  12  months.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is, 
therefore,  30  per  1,000  live  births,  a  figure  well  in  advance 
of  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  6  out  of  these 
9  infants  died,  however,  within  one  week  of  birth  and  their 
deaths  were  due  to  either  birth  injury,  congenital  anomalies, 
or  prematurity.  The  remaining  3  infants  died  from  pneumonia. 
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Infectious  Disease  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  remained 
at  a  fairly  low  level  throughout  the  year,  there  being  only 
24  cases  notified  to  me  in  12  months.  The  majority  of  these 
cases  being  childhood  infections. 

The  upward  swing  in  house  building  continues,  and  judging 
by  the  size  of  developments  in  the  area,  it  will  remain 
unchecked  for  some  years  to  come.  Most  of  the  new  owners 
work  in  nearby  towns,  and  if  the  current  growth  of  the 
district  is  to  be  sustained,  then  efforts  must  continue,  to 
encourage  industrial  and  commercial  expansion. 

Improvement  of  existing  housing  stock  which  has  been 
greatly  stimulated  by  main  drainage  works  has  also  continued 
at  a  good  pace.  Bury  Main  Drainage  Scheme  was  completed 
early  in  the  year  and  Warboys  scheme  commenced  later. 

The  Caravan  Sites  Act,  introduced  during  the  year, 
righted  a  social  injustice  in  its  first  part  by  giving  families 
in  caravans  on  permanent  sites  the  same  sort  of  tenancy 
protection  long  afforded  to  families  in  other  forms  of  rented 
accommodation.  The  second  and  other  major  part  of  the 
Act  seeks  to  encourage  the  establishment  throughout  the  country 
of  permanent  sites  for  gypsies  and  other  travellers. 

The  demands  on  water  supply  to  meet  development  in 
the  area  have  been  met  without  undue  difficulty  by  both 
the  Cambridge  Water  Company  and  the  Nene  and  Ouse  Water 
Board.  Extensions  of  distributing  mains  into  the  Fen  areas 
are  gradually  being  carried  out  and  there  are  now  very  few 
farms  and  other  remote  premises  without  a  main  water  supply. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Phipps  and  all  other  members  of  the  Department’s  staff 
for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me  and  for  all  the  work 
they  have  done  during  the  year. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CALDWELL. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


FOR  THE  AREA 

General  Statistics 

Population  (mid.  1967) 

17,830 

Population  (mid.  1968) 

17,640 

Area  (acres) 

44,992 

Rateable  value 

. .  £543,331 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

£2,339 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

5,510 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

145 

141 

286 

Illegitimate 

8 

9 

17 

Totals 

153 

150 

303 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . .  17.2 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (.97)  16.7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

(England  and  Wales)  . .  . .  . .  16.9 

StitU  Births 

Legitimate  —  3  3 

Illegitimate  —  11 


Totals  —  4  4 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  13 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

(England  and  Wales)  . .  . .  . .  14 

Deaths  76  76  152 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . .  8.6 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.21)  10.4 
Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

(England  and  Wales)  ..  ..  ..  11.9 

Infant  Mortality  —  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Legitimate  5  3  8 

Illegitimate  1  —  1 

Totals  6  3  9 


Infant  mortality  rate 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

per  1,000  live  births)  . .  . .  30 

Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  . .  18 
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Table  classifying  deaths  under  age  groups 


Ages 

Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 
1  and  under  5  years 

5  and  under  15  years 
15  and  under  25  years 
25  and  under  35  years 
35  and  under' 45  years 
45  and  under  55  years 
55  and  under  65  years 
65  and  under  75  years 
75  and  over 

Totals 


Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

3 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

4 

3 

1 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

3 

7 

11 

8 

19 

20 

17 

37 

40 

24 

64 

92 

60 

152 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Registrar  General’s  List) 


List  No.  Causes  Male 

B5  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 

B19(l)  Malignant  Neoplasm  —  Stomach  3 

B19  (2)  Malignant  Neoplasm  —  Lung,  Bronchus  7 

B19  (3)  Malignant  Neoplasm  —  Breast  — 

B19  (4)  Malignant  Neoplasm  —  Uterus  — 

B19  (5)  Leukaemia  1 

B19  (6)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc.  3 

B46  (4)  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc.  — 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease  1 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  22 

B29  Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  — 

B30  Cerebrovascular  Disease  5 

B46  (5)  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 

B31  Influenza  1 

B32  Pneumonia  4 

B33  (1)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  8 

B33  (2)  Asthma  1 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer 

B36  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  — 

B37  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  1 

B46  (7)  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  2 

B38  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  2 

B42  Congenital  Anomalies  1 

B43  Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.  1 

B44  Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  2 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  5 

BE48  All  Other  Accidents  2 

BE49  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  1 


Female 

3 

2 

5 
3 
2 

3 
1 
1 

18 

4 
15 

6 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 


Total  all  causes  76  76 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  trend  in  population, 
birth  and  death  rates  for  the  district  over  the  past  5  years 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Population  16,380 

16,800 

17,250 

17,830  ] 

17,640 

Births 

Total  live  births 
Crude  birth  rate 

307 

18.7 

302 

18.0 

266 

15.4 

331 

18.56 

303 

17.2 

Area  comparability 
factor 

.96 

.96 

.96 

.97 

.97 

Corrected  birth  rate 

18.0 

17.3 

14.8 

17.9 

16.7 

Birth  rate  (England 
and  Wales) 

18.4 

18.1 

17.7 

17.2 

16.9 

Deaths 

Total  deaths 

153 

129 

147 

131 

152 

Crude  death  rate 

9.3 

7.7 

8.5 

7.3 

8.6 

Area  comparability 

factor 

1.2 

1.24 

1.23 

1.22 

1.2 

Corrected  death  rate 

11.2 

9.5 

10.5 

8.9 

10.4 

Death  rate  (England 
and  Wales)  11.3 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

11.9 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

DURING  1968 

Total  cases  notified 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  . .  — 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  3 

Diptheria  . .  . .  . .  — 

Measles  . .  . .  . .  12 

Acute  Pneumonia  . .  . .  6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . .  . .  — 

Typhoid  Fever  . .  . .  . .  — 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . .  . .  — 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  . .  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . .  . .  — 

Infective  Hepatitis  . .  . .  — 

Food  Poisoning  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dysentery  . .  . .  . .  1 

Total  23 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1968  . .  28 
Pulmonary  . .  25  Non-pulmonary  . .  3 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases — Diagnosed 

New  Cases- 

—Transfers 

Respiratory 

Non-Res. 

Respiratory 

Non-Res. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

o 

I 

5 . 

10 

*5 . 

ao 

*5 . 

35 . 

45 . 

55 . 

65  and  upwards 

•  • 

I 

•  • 

Totals 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in  connection 
with  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed 
in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  have  been  available 
to  this  Authority  and  General  Practitioners  in  the  area:- 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  (Tel.  Cambridge  55526). 

Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.), 
Tenison  Road,  Cambridge.  (Tel.  Cambridge  2097). 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire 
Service  have  been  available  on  doctor’s  orders. 

(Tel.  Huntingdon  3348). 

(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse  /  Midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the 
Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County  Council  carried 
out  home  nursing  and  attended  maternity  cases  in  the 
District. 
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(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County  Council 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

Every  Monday 

9.30-10.30  a.m. 

Health  Centre 
Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 

Infant 

Welfare 

Children 
(0-5  years) 

Every  Friday  and 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
in  month  2-4  p.m. 

Health  Centre 
Ramsey  Road 
St.  Ives 

1st  Monday  in  month 

2-4  p.m. 

Constitutional 

Hall 

Fenstanton 

3rd  Monday  in  month 

2-4  p.m. 

Youth  Centre 
Somersham 

1st  Wednesday  in  month 
2-4  p.m. 

Women’s 
Institute  Hall 
Warboys 

Alternate  Thursdays 

2-4  p.m. 

R.A.F.  Station 
Wyton 

Dental 

Pre-School  and 
Schoolchildren 

Pre-natal  and 

Nursing 

Mothers 

By  appointment 

By  appointment 

Health  Centre 
Ramsey  Road 
St.  Ives 

Health  Centre 
Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 

(ii)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board:- 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday 

10-12  noon 

County 

Hospital 

Huntingdon 

Venereal 

All  cases 

Tuesday  from  2.30  p.m. 

Addenbrooke’s 

Disease 

Thursday  from  2.30  p.m. 

Hospital 

Cambridge 

Males 

Monday  from  4.30  p.m. 
Wed.  from  5.30  p.m. 

Out-Patients’ 

Department 

Memorial 

Females 

Tuesday  from  10.30  a.m. 
Thursday  from  4.30  p.m. 

Hospital 

Peterborough 

Orthopaedic 

Pre-School  and 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

Health  Centre 

Schoolchildren 

10-12  noon 

and  by  appointment 

Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 
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(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the 
Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National 
Health  Service 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-School  and 
Schoolchildren 

By  appointment 

Health  Centre 
Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 

Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical, 
Gynaecological  and  Dental  Out-Patients’  clinics  are  held  at 
Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer  their 
patients  for  specialist  investigation. 

(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cambridge, 
Peterborough  or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Maternity  Unit, 
Primrose  Lane,  Huntingdon  and  Maternity  Hospital, 
Mill  Road,  Cambridge. 

Clinics  run  by  the  Family  Planning  Association  are  held  at 
the  Child  Health  Centre,  Nursery  Road,  Huntingdon  every 
Wednesday  evening  7—8  p.m.,  at  the  Child  Health  Centre, 
Almond  Road,  St.  Neots,  every  Tuesday  evening  7  —  8  p.m. 
and  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  from  9—11.30  a.m.,  and  at 
the  Child  Health  Centre,  Ramsey  Road,  St.  Ives  on  the 
2nd  and  4th  Monday  from  9  —  11.30  a.m. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Mrs.  Buck  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  thirty-first  Annual  Report 
on  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  in 
the  field  of  environmental  Public  Health,  for  which  the  District 
Council  is  responsible. 

Substantial  progress  can  now  plainly  be  seen  in  the 
provision  of  those  facilities  and  services  that  are  welcomed 
by  the  General  Public.  Practically  half  the  district  has  now 
been  provided  with  main  drainage  schemes  and  the  Council 
is  pressing  forward  with  all  possible  speed  to  complete  this 
major  task. 

The  advantages  that  accrue  are  readily  apparent.  Residential 
development  by  private  enterprise  has  increased,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  as  substantial  building  sites  now  blighted 
and  sterilised  because  of  the  absence  of  modern  sewerage 
systems,  become  viable  on  the  completion  of  further  drainage 
schemes.  Encouraged  by  the  progressive  policy  of  the  Council, 
the  owners  of  sub-standard  houses  have  readily  taken  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  of  providing  modem  kitchens,  bathrooms, 
and  house  drainage  systems  made  possible  by  the  completion 
of  Sewerage  Schemes.  The  Council  itself  has  steadily  pursued 
this  policy  in  respect  of  its  own  pre-war  houses.  The  number 
of  building  contractors  available  locally  for  this  work  is  limited. 
The  work  is  slow  and  laborious.  Tenants  often  suffer  great 
inconvenience.  The  results,  however,  more  than  justify 
the  effort. 

Similarly,  the  Council  has  given  careful  consideration  to 
the  improvement  of  another  essential  service,  viz.  Refuse 
Collection. 

After  the  submission  of  a  report  on  the  present  kerbside 
collection  by  the  Department,  the  Council  decided  to  introduce 
a  pilot  scheme,  using  the  Paper  Sack  system,  in  two  villages, 
for  a  trial  period  of  one  year.  The  experience  and  information 
gained  from  this  Pilot  Scheme  forms  the  basis  on  which  the 
Council’s  future  policy  is  to  be  decided.  Economics  must  play 
a  major  part  in  such  decisions;  the  demand  and  the  advantages 
of  improved  services  must  be  tempered  by  the  knowledge  that 
costs  continue  to  rise. 

The  volume  of  Social  legislation  affecting  the  environment, 
such  as  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  pose  fresh  problems,  that 
are  not  easily  solved  in  scattered  rural  areas.  The  benefits 
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are  not  easily  seen  and  the  costs  of  administration  and 
enforcement  are  relatively  much  higher  than  in  Urban 
communities. 

The  Department  is  fortunate  in  having  a  small  labour 
force  which  is  willing  to  switch  from  one  type  of  work  to 
another.  It  is  this  mobility,  which  applies  to  the  staff  as 
well,  on  which  the  Department  depends  to  carry  out  the 
services  entrusted  to  it  by  the  Council. 

1  wish  therefore  to  thank  the  Council  and  my  colleagues 
for  their  support  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

WATER 

The  Nene  and  Ouse  Joint  Water  Board  and  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company  are  responsible  for  the  supply 
and  distribution  of  water  in  the  district. 

The  Council  has  no  direct  representation  on  the  Board 
of  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  but  appoints  one  Member 
to  the  Joint  Consultation  Committee.  Similarly  it  has  one 
representative  on  the  Nene  and  Ouse  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  Nene  and  Ouse  Water  Board  supplies  water  to 
Hemingford  Abbots,  Hemingford  Grey,  Houghton  and 
Wyton;  the  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company. 

During  the  year  no  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes  were  imposed  by  either  the  Board  or  the 
Company,  and  except  in  one  or  two  areas,  pressures  have 
been  adequate. 

There  is  a  good  network  of  mains  throughout  the  district 
extending  to  the  fen  areas  to  the  North  and  East,  and  further 
extensions  of  the  mains  are  completed  to  isolated  farms  and 
cottages  from  time  to  time. 

The  water  supplied  is  extremely  hard;  up  to  500  parts 
per  million  from  the  Joint  Board,  but  the  Cambridge  Water 
Company  has  reduced  this  to  approximately  300  parts  per 
million  by  mixing  softened  water  from  Cambridge  (130  parts 
per  million)  with  the  water  from  the  Earith  source  (500  parts 
per  million). 

No  fluoride  is  introduced  into  the  supplies  although  the 
Council  has  advocated  fluoridation. 

The  quality  of  all  the  supplies  is  satisfactory.  Both 
the  Joint  Board  and  the  Company  take  annual  chemical 
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samples  at  source  and  bacteriological  samples  from  their 
distribution  areas  once  a  month. 

One  Firm  operating  a  large  Milk  Distribution  and 
Processing  Plant  has  its  own  private  source  in  the  form  of 
a  shallow  well.  The  water  is  chlorinated,  softened  to  zero 
degrees  and  then  re-chlorinated  before  use.  Bacteriological 
examination  of  this  water  is  carried  out  daily  by  the  Firm. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  following  villages  now  have  main  drainage  schemes 
Somersham  Completed  1957.  Design  Flow 


60,000  gallons  per  day. 


Hemingford  Abbots 
Hemingford  Grey 
Houghton 
Wyton 

Holywell-cum- 

Needingworth 

Bury 


Completed  1963.  Design  Flow 
122,000  gallons  per  day. 

Completed  1966.  Design  Flow 
50,000  gallons  per  day. 

Completed  1968.  Design  Flow 
42,000  gallons  per  day. 
Treatment  at  Ramsey  U.D.C. 
Disposal  Works. 


It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  completion  of  another  main 
drainage  scheme  at  Bury,  especially  so,  as  it  was  a  Joint 
Scheme  between  the  District  Council  and  Ramsey  Urban  District 
Council,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  to  the  mutual  advantage 
of  the  ratepayers  in  the  respective  areas. 

The  sewage  from  Bury  is  pumped  to  the  Ramsey  sewers 
in  Upwood  Road  and  from  there  to  the  Urban  District 
Council’s  Treatment  Works. 

The  agreement  between  the  two  authorities  specifies  that 
the  maximum  volume  of  domestic  sewage  from  Bury  shall 
not  exceed  42,000  gallons  per  day  and  that  no  farm  or  trade 
effluent  will  be  accepted  into  the  Ramsey  sewers. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Bury  scheme,  approximately 
50%  of  the  houses  in  the  district  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
main  drainage. 

A  lot  still  remains  to  be  done ! 

However,  work  on  the  scheme  for  Warboys  and  Oldhurst 
commenced  in  the  summer  of  1968;  but  the  unprecedented 
rainfall  in  mid-summer  which  persisted  through  the  autumn 
and  the  winter  was  a  serious  handicap  to  the  Contractors. 
As  a  result,  it  is  not  anticdpated  that  the  scheme  will  be 
completed  before  the  end  of  the  contract  period  of  23  months, 


i.e.  1970. 
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The  scheme  provides  for  the  construction  of  approximately 
14,000  yards  of  gravity  sewers  and  rising  mains;  5  pumping 
stations  and  the  reconstruction  and  adaptation  of  the  existing 
pumning  station  and  disposal  works  at  Oldhurst.  The  treatment 
plant  will  include  screening  chambers,  sedimentation  tanks, 
percolating  filters,  humus  tanks,  upward  flow  clarifiers  and 
a  Sludge  Pressing  plant. 

Balancing  tanks  will  also  be  constructed  to  receive  night 
soil  and  the  contents  of  cesspools  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
Tanker  vehicles.  Extra  capacity  has  been  provided  at  the 
works  to  treat  this  effluent.  Clarifiers  are  necessary  to  achieve 
the  standard  of  effluent  of  15/15  parts  per  million  for  suspended 
solids  and  biochemical  oxygen  demand  required  by  the 
Great  Ouse  River  Authority.  The  scheme  is  estimated  to 
cost  £427,000. 

Fenstanton  and  Hilton 

The  proposals  for  the  drainage  of  these  two  villages  was 
completed  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  early  in  1968 
and  followed  the  new  concept  set  out  in  my  annual  report 
for  1967,  whereby  the  effluent  from  these  villages  would  be 
pumped  to  Hemingford  Abbots  Disposal  Works  which  would 
be  enlarged  to  take  the  additional  flow.  The  proposals  include 
the  provision  of  sludge  pressing  plant  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
already  being  experienced  in  the  treatment  of  raw  sludge  at 
these  works.  The  Great  Ouse  River  Authority  required  that 
the  standard  of  effluent  should  be  improved  to  20  parts  per 
million  suspended  solids,  and  15  parts  per  million  biochemical 
oxygen  demand,  and  it  was  decided  to  undertake  tertiary 
treatment  by  means  of  an  upwood  flow  clarifier. 

The  Minister  decided  to  hold  a  joint  local  investigation 
with  the  District  Council’s  scheme,  and  Chesterton  Rural 
District  Council’s  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Fen  Drayton, 
which  was  held  in  February  1969. 

Meanwhile  the  Company  operating  a  large  milk  processing 
factory  in  Fenstanton  has  decided  to  instal  a  contact 
stabilization  —  extended  aeration  plant  to  treat  its  trade 
effluenn,  amounting  to  some  70,000  gallons  per  day. 

In  addition  a  development  company  decided  to  provide 
and  construct  a  similar  plant  to  treat  the  sewage  from  some 
400  dwellings  now  being  erected  by  them  on  a  housing  estate 
in  Fenstanton  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £15,000.  The  Council 
has  agreed  to  take  over  this  plant  on  completion  subject  to 
the  achievement  of  the  effluent  standards  required  by  the 
River  Authority. 

This  plant  will  become  the  property  of  the  District  Council 
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and  remain  in  operation  until  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  village  is  completed.  The  Ministry  have  agreed  for 
a  pumping  station  to  be  constructed  in  advance  of  the  main 
scheme,  to  deal  with  the  effluent  from  this  housing  estate 
for  the  interim  period,  after  which  it  will  form  part  of  the 
general  sewerage  system. 

Colne,  Bluntisham  and  Earith 

The  Council’s  proposals  for  the  drainage  of  these  three 
villages  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  during  the  year  and 
were  the  subject  of  a  Local  Inquiry  in  June  1968.  In  its 
submission,  the  Council  sought  approval  to  proceed  with  the 
main  scheme,  but  stressed  the  position  in  Bluntisham  which 
was  affecting  the  Council’s  housing  programme,  and  private 
enterprise  development,  none  of  which  could  proceed  until 
foul  drainage  and  treatment  plant  was  provided. 

The  Minister’s  decision  had  not  been  received  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Meanwhile  development  pressures  continued  to  increase 
in  this  part  of  the  district,  and  one  Company  decided  to 
install  an  extended  aeration  treatment  plant  to  serve  a  housing 
estate  of  some  70  houses  at  Earith  and  others,  where  possible, 
are  installing  septic  tank  drainage  to  new  houses  in  course 
of  erection.  As  is  the  case  at  Fenstanton,  the  Council  has 
decided  to  take  over  the  extended  aeration  plant  at  Earith 
subject  to  the  resulting  effluent  being  up  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  Great  Ouse  River  Authority. 

Pldley,  Weston  and  Woodhiurst 

Preliminary  investigations  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  in  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  these  three 
small  villages  seems  to  indicate  that  costs  are  likely  to  be 
higher  than  average  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  properties 
to  be  served.  Situated  as  they  are  in  a  semi-circle  around 
the  Disposal  Works  at  Oldhurst  and  the  Warboys  Sewers, 
in  the  long  term,  it  is  considered  that  the  disadvantages 
inherent  in  the  provision  of  three  small  separate  treatment 
works  for  these  villages  could  be  overcome  by  pumping  the 
effluents  for  treatment  at  Oldhurst. 

The  initial  capital  expenditure  would  be  greater,  but 
substantial  savings  in  maintenance  costs  over,  say,  30  years, 
would  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  centralisation  of  treatment 
and  maintenance  costs  at  Oldhurst. 

Existing  Schemes 
Somersham 

Since  this  scheme  was  completed  in  1967,  residential 
development  in  the  village  has  steadily  increased  and  further 
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land  has  been  zoned  for  such  development,  some  of  which  is 
already  proceeding. 

The  design  flow  of  60,000  gallons  per  day  has  been  reached 
and  it  seems  that  consideration  must  be  given  to  substantial 
additions  to  the  Disposal  works  being  provided  in  the  near 
future  if  the  present  rate  of  house  building  continues. 

Hemingfords,  Houghjton  and  Wyton 

Heavy  infiltration  of  sub-soil  water  into  the  sewerage 
system  in  both  the  Hemingfords  and  Houghton  and  Wyton 
was  apparent  during  the  year  and  the  flow  through  the  works 
was  in  excess  of  400,000  gallons  on  many  days  in  the  autumn. 
The  design  flow  at  the  works  being  122,000  gallons.  The 
abnormal  rainfall  during  the  year  was  a  contributory  factor. 
Tne  variations  in  the  daily  flow  show  that  the  main  sewers, 
which  are  laid  at  such  a  depth  as  to  be  below  the  normal 
water  table  are  relatively  water  tight.  Heavy  infiltration  mainly 
oceurs  when  the  water  table  rises  to  less  than  4  ft.  from 
ground  level,  indieating  that  defective  house  drains  may  be 
a  major  contributory  factor. 

Infiltration  from  the  access  of  surface  water  is  relatively 
small  and  acceptable.  A  heavy  storm  inqreasing  the  flow 
by  some  15,000  gallons  in  the  following  24  hours,  when  the 
flow  returns  to  normal. 

Any  prolonged  breakdowns  at  the  main  pumping  stations 
or  power  cuts,  during  periods  of  heavy  infiltration,  could  result 
in  serious  surcharging  of  the  sewers  in  any  or  all  four  villages. 

General 

As  main  drainage  schemes  are  completed  in  the  district, 
the  need  for  them  in  those  villages  still  lacking  this  facility 
becomes  more  and  more  apparent.  It  is  regretted  that  the 
restriction  of  capital  expenditure  does  mean  inevitable 
postponement  of  all  but  those  considered  ‘  urgent  ’.  It  is  the 
Council’s  policy  to  continue  to  press  for  their  completion 
in  every  village  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  river  Ouse  which  flows  through  the  district  is  controlled 
by  the  Great  Ouse  River  Authority.  It  is  the  principal 
amenity  in  the  district,  attracting,  as  it  does,  more  and  more 
people  to  its  banks,  as  anglers,  and  on  its  waters,  as  holiday 
makers,  in  all  types  of  river  craft.  The  lower  reaches  from 
Holywell  to  Earith  also  provide  excellent  sport  to  wild  fowlers 
in  the  winter. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  locks  from  Earith  to 
Hemingfords  gives  easy  access  to  all  reaches  within  the  district. 
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The  number  of  moorings  for  river  cruisers  will  increase 
as  ‘  Marinas  ’  incorporating  worked  out  gravel  pits  adjacent 
to  the  banks  are  developed- 

The  abnormal  rainfall  in  the  summer  and  autumn  showed 
the  river  in  a  less  welcome  aspect.  Summer  flooding  meant 
serious  loss  of  crops  to  many  farmers  in  the  flood  plain. 

Saturation  point  was  reached  over  a  large  part  of  the 
catchment  area  so  that  comparatively  light  rainfall  was  sufficient 
to  cause  repeated  flooding  of  the  main  river. 

Bury  Brook,  now  part  of  the  main  river  complex,  caused 
serious  flooding  to  houses  in  Broughton  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
in  Wistow  during  August.  The  flood  water  in  these  villages 
was  probably  higher  than  at  any  time  this  century.  The 
River  Authority  have  prepared  a  scheme  to  alleviate  such 
flooding  at  these  villages  in  the  future  and  temporary  work 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  Authoility  to  reduce  flood  levels 
until  the  scheme  is  completed. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  cleansing  and 
maintenance  of  a  number  of  awarded  watercourses  in  the 

district,  the  necessary  work  being  carried  out  by  contractors 
using  hand  labour  for  the  small  brooks  and  machines  for 
the  major  watercourses.  Many  of  these  have  been  heavily 
polluted  with  sewage  for  many  years  and  will  remain  so  until 
the  village  main  drainage  schemes  are  completed. 

To  comply  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  urgent 

request  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  during 
the  major  outbreak  in  1968,  all  maintenance  work  to  brooks 
and  ditches  on  agricultural  land  was  curtailed  until  restrictions 
were  lifted  in  1969. 

Following  the  adoption  of  three  main  watercourses  by  the 
River  Authority  as  ‘  Main  Rivers  ’,  further  requests  were 
made  to  the  Authority  to  adopt  6  other  awarded  watercourses 
in  the  district.  The  River  Authority,  however,  intimated  that 
while  it  was  not  unsympathetic  to  the  request  in  principle  it 

could  not  agree  to  extend  its  responsibihties  at  the  present 

time.  There  are  31  awarded  watercourses  in  the  district, 
having  a  total  length  of  28  miles. 

Closet  Conversionis 

The  total  number  of  conversions  during  the  year  was  20. 
Of  these  8  were  in  houses  that  were  the  subject  of  either 
Standard  or  Discretionary  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
the  remaining  12  were  applications  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

Public  Cleansing 

(a)  Night  Soil  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  night-soil  is  carried  out  throughout 
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the  district  by  means  of  two  750  gallon  Yorkshire  Karrier 
tankers  which  are  fitted  with  night-soil  attachments.. 
Approximately  400  pails  were  emptied  each  week. 

The  areas  of  land  available  for  disposal  are  limited  and 
even  these  areas  are  inaccessible  during  the  winter  months. 
The  answer  is  of  course  main  drainage.  Meanwhile  stop  gap 
methods  such  as  the  provision  of  straw  compounds  at  Oldhurst 
Sewage  Works  continue  to  be  employed.  The  effluent  is  drained 
to  the  sludge  drying  bed  sump  and  pumped  back  very  slowly 
through  the  works.  Similar  straw  compounds  in  isolated 
positions  have  been  provided  by  local  farmers,  but  as  a 
rule  these  are  inaccessible  to  the  heavy  tankers  for  many 
months  of  the  year. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Oldhurst  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
will  solve  this  problem  in  1970  but  until  then  the  position 
will  remain  serious. 

(b)  Cesspool  Emptying 

The  same  vehicles  are  used  for  cesspool  emptying  and 
gully  cleansing  as  are  used  for  the  night-soil  service. 

The  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  emptied  during 
the  year  was  1,433.  Almost  200  more  than  the  previous  year. 
The  demand  being  accentuated  by  the  abnormal  rainfall. 
The  development  proceeding  in  those  villages  without  main 
drainage  and  the  consequent  increase  in  the  number  of 
properties  with  septic  tank  drainage  has  offset  the  effect  of 
the  Hemingford  Drainage  Scheme. 

With  this  service  too,  the  difficulty  lies  not  in  the  collection 
but  in  the  disposal  of  vast  volumes  of  sewage  and  sludge 
that  no-one  wants  and  few  can  be  persuaded  to  take. 

As  the  proposals  for  the  improvement  and  redesign  of 
the  Oldhurst  Sewage  Works  to  serve  Warboys,  Broughton 
and  Oldhurst  were  being  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  incorporate  additional 
sludge  holding  tanks  at  this  works  to  treat  both  night-soil  and 
cesspool  contents  and  provide  sludge  dewatering  plant  with 
sufficient  capacity  to  deal  with  this  problem  which  should 
finally  be  resolved  in  1970. 

The  charges  for  this  service  to  houses  on  the  lines  of  the 
new  foul  sewers,  but  not  connected  thereto,  were  increased 
to  £5  in  1966,  the  remainder  of  the  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks  are  emptied  at  a  nominal  charge  of  25/-  for  the  first 
load  and  10/-  for  every  additional  load. 

The  Service  is  also  made  available  to  neighbouring  Local 
Authorities  and  Government  Departments  for  desludging  sewage 
tanks  and  gully  emptying. 
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(c)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Weekly  kerbside  collection  of  house  refuse  throughout 
the  district  continued  during  the  year  and  a  satisfactory  service 
was  maintained.  Three  35  cubic  yard  compression  type  vehicles 
fitted  with  hydraulic  rams  are  used  for  the  collections. 
Each  vehicle  is  manned  by  three  driver-loaders. 

The  introduction  of  a  paper  sack  collection  system  in  the 
small  villages  of  Broughton  and  Wistow  was  a  great  success. 
The  householders’  initial  suspicion  that  the  sacks  would 
disintegrate  in  wet  weather  or  break  open  when  only  half-full, 
was  quickly  dispelled.  For  the  first  six  months,  householders 
were  requested  to  place  the  sacks  on  the  kerbside  for  collection. 
During  the  following  six  months  the  sacks  were  collected 
from  the  backdoors,  but  a  substantial  proportion  of  house¬ 
holders  continued  to  place  the  sacks  on  the  kerbside.  The 
main  reason  for  this  was  undoubtedly  prompted  by  the  thought 
that  if  the  time  taken  to  collect  the  sacks  from  backdoors 
showed  that  this  pilot  scheme  was  very  expensive,  this  improved 
service  might  have  been  abandoned. 

The  results  indicated  that  an  improved  refuse  collection 
service  would  be  welcomed  by  every  householder. 

Much  useful  information  on  sack-holders,  paper  sacks, 
plastic  sacks  and  bin  liners  was  obtained  from  this  pilot 
scheme  and  indeed  from  colleagues  in  many  other  Local 
Authorities,  who  had  already  introduced  similar  improved  refuse 
collection  schemes.  The  introduction  of  such  a  scheme 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  will  be  considered,  as  a 
matter  of  Policy  in  1969. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  at  two  worked  out  Gravel  Pits  at 
Somersham  and  Hemingford  Grey.  The  former  tip  being 
utilised  during  the  summer  months,  the  latter  during  the 
winter.  The  refuse  is  spread  and  levelled  by  a  bulldozer, 
but  there  is  no  earth  cover  available  to  seal  the  tips. 

The  Council  have  a  contract  with  a  Pest  Control  Company 
for  the  regular  baiting  of  the  tips  to  control  rats.  Insects 
are  controlled  by  sprays  and  powders  operated  by  direct  labour. 

By  arrangement  with  Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  a  weekly 
kerbside  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  at  Saint  Ives. 
Trade  Refuse  is  also  collected  from  non-domestic  premises  in 
the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District.  Tipping  facilities  are 
available,  for  which  a  small  charge  is  made. 

Civic  Amenities 

Following  a  report  by  the  Department  to  the  Council, 
it  decided  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  a  local  firm  to  cover 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles  at 
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the  Council’s  tips.  The  tips  are  also  available  for  Ratepayers 
in  the  district  to  dispose  of  unwanted  vehicles  and  bulky 
refuse. 

As  a  result  of  co-operation  between  the  District  Council, 
Houghton  and  Wyton  Parish  Council,  the  Highway  Authority 
and  the  landowners  concerned,  a  lane  in  Wyton  in  which 
abandoned  cars  and  other  rubbish  was  continually  being 
dumped,  was  effectively  sealed  at  each  end  by  the  provision 
of  field  gates  which  are  padlocked,  thus  preventing  its 
‘  occupation  ’  by  itinerant  van  dwellers  and  the  dumping 
of  refuse. 

Litter  Receptacles 

A  number  of  Parish  Councils  have  provided  litter  bins 
at  suitable  points.  Suggestions  as  to  the  best  type  of  receptacle 
to  be  provided  are  made  to  the  Parish  Councils.  The  receptacles 
are  emptied  on  the  normal  refuse  collection  days  in  each 
parish,  but  in  the  hot  weather  they  can  give  rise  to  nuisance 
when  not  emptied  more  frequently  and  it  is  difficult  for  the 
parishes  to  find  anybody  to  undertake  this  work. 

Swimming  Pools 

The  long  saga  resulting  from  the  joint  efforts  of  the 
District  Council  and  the  Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  to  provide 
a  swimming  pool  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  both 
Authorities  came  substantially  closer  to  reaching  a  successful 
conclusion  in  1968. 

Following  successful  negotiations  with  the  Eastern  Sports 
Council,  the  County  Education  Authority  and  the  Ministry, 
agreement  was  reached  to  include  a  Swimming  Pool  at 
Saint  Ivo  Secondary  Modern  School  for  the  joint  use  of  the 
pupils  and  the  general  public.  The  heated  pool  will  be 
82'  6"  long  and  30'  wide  and  the  project  will  include  changing 
accommodation,  clothes  storage,  first  aid  room,  office,  staff 
room,  plant  room,  store-rooms  and  car  parks.  The  total  cost 
will  amount  to  approximately  £100,000,  £26,000  of  which  will 
be  contributed  by  the  County  Council,  the  remaining  cost 
being  shared  by  the  District  Council  and  Saint  Ives  Borough 
Council. 

Swimming  Pools  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  pupils  have 
been  constructed  at  Houghton  and  Warboys. 

All  these  small  pools  are  equipped  with  filtration  and 
chlorination  plant  and  are  periodically  inspected  by  the 
Department. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 


(a)  Housing  Inspections 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  198 

Re-Inspections  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  72 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . .  . .  36 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  . .  30 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . .  — 


(b)  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937—1961 

Number  of  Number  of 


Premises  Number  on 

Register 

1.  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4,  and  6  8 

2.  Section  7  53 

Number  of 
Inspections 

3 

24 

written 

Notices 

Nil 

Nil 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  61 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

The  following  defects  were  found 

as  a  result  of  the 

inspections:- 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were;- 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 
Want  of 

Cleanliness  5  5  0  0 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

0 

Overcrowding  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable 
temperature  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate 
ventilation  1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective 

drainage  of  floors  1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Unsuitable 

or  defective  3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  1 1 

11 

0 

0 

0 

As  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  above  table  most 
infringements  found  on  routine  factory  inspections  are 
connected  with  the  general  condition  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences.  In  other  respects  most  premises  appear  quite 
satisfactory. 
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(c)  Inspectitoins  under  Statutes 


Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  96 

Dumps,  Tips  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  145 

Public  Cleansing  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  260 

Offensive  Trades  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Butchers’  Premises  . .  .  .  . .  . .  56 

Shops  and  Offices  . .  . .  . .  . .  135 

Pumps,  Wells  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  371 

General  Public  Health  . .  . .  . .  . .  422 

Swimming  Pools  . .  . ,  . .  . .  8 

Preserved  Foods,  etc.  . .  . .  .  .  . .  29 

Petroleum  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Ice  Cream  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Disinfestations  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  — 

Food  Regulations  .  .  . .  . .  . .  134 

Sewage  Works  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  373 

Improvement  Grants  . .  . .  . .  . .  233 

Drainage  Schemes  .  .  . .  . .  . .  491 

Conversion  Grants  . .  . .  . .  . .  90 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 


TOTAL  3,061 


In  connection  with  the  inspections  itemised  above 
184  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  whilst  on  no  occasion 
was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  some 
of  the  complaints  required  a  great  deal  of  tact  and  patience 
to  bring  about  satisfactory  results. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  the  Council  has  approved 
standard  conditions  applicable  to  all  licensed  caravan  sites. 

These  standards  broadly  follow  the  Ministry’s 
recommendations  and,  as  such,  the  licensing  conditions 
vary  according  to  the  number  of  caravans  on  each  site. 

Routine  inspections  made  during  the  year  of  the  existing 
licensed  sites  have  shown  that  on  the  whole  owners  are 
maintaining  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  few  minor 
contraventions  found  were  always  quickly  remedied  when 
brought  to  the  owners’  attention. 

No  new  application  for  a  licence  was  granted  by  the 
Council  and  as  the  County  Council  did  not  make  any 
discontinuance  orders,  the  total  number  of  licensed  sites 
in  the  district  now  stands  at  45.  Of  these  only  3  sites 
have  more  than  20  caravans  whilst  27  sites  contain  only  one. 
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Several  itinerant  van  dwellers  station  their  vans  in  the 
district,  the  majority  of  whom  are  employed  as  casual  workers 
in  agriculture  and  horticulture. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  contract  with  Rentokil  Laboratories  Service  for  the 
control  of  infestation  of  Rats  and  Mice  in  all  houses  in  the 
district  continued  during  the  year.  This  contract  also  covers 
the  Council’s  refuse  tips,  but  rodent  control  in  sewers  is 
undertaken  by  the  direct  labour  staff.  The  Council  consider 
that  the  occupiers  of  Agricultural  holdings  could  make  similar 
arrangements  with  commercial  Pest  Control  firms  if  they  so 
desired. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
General  statistics  compiled  from  the  reports  on  registered 
premises  are  as  follows 


Classificatioii  of  Premises 

Classification  Number  of  Premises 

registered 


Offices  18 

Shops  (Retail)  37 

Wholesale  Departments, 

Warehouses  1 

Catering  Establishments  4 

Canteens  0 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  0 


Number  of 
Employees 
60 
74 

4 

19 

4 

0 


Totals  60  161 


Total  Males  82 
Total  Females  79 

One  premises  was  registered  with  the  Council  during  the 
year  bringing  the  total  to  60.  In  connection  with  these 
premises,  informal  notices  were  served  on  the  respective 
occupiers  outlining  the  infringements  found  when  inspections 
effecting  registration  were  made.  Routine  inspections  of  these, 
and  all  other  registered  premises  will  be  made  in  order  to 
ensure  that  they  are  brought  up  to  and  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  are  two  Boarding  Kennels  in  the  district  which 
together  can  provide  accommodation  for  up  to  110  dogs. 
An  application  to  Board  a  maximum  of  19  cats  in  another 
establishment  was  approved  during  the  year.  The  owners  are 
obliged  to  renew  the  licences  in  respect  of  the  premises  with 
the  Council  on  an  annual  basis  and  routine  inspections  of 
the  premises  are  regularly  made.  On  the  whole  these 
establishments  are  well  run  and  maintained  in  good  order. 
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HOUSING 


(a)  Slum  Clearance 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  in  the  Council’s 
Slum  Clearance  programme  up  to  the  end  of  the  year:- 
Number  of  houses  represented  as  Unfit 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  30 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  houses  . .  . .  257 

Number  dealt  with  by  informal  action  . .  5 


Total  292 


Number  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Order  . .  30 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . .  . .  118 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 

informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  . .  . .  129 

Number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of 

informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of 

informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Total  292 


Number  of  Houses  Demolished:- 

(a)  In  Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  30 

(b)  By  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  85 

(c)  By  Informal  Action  . .  . .  . .  10 

(d)  As  a  result  of  Undertakings  . .  . .  27 

Number  of  Undertakings  cancelled  . .  . .  44 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  cancelled  . .  . .  13 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  the  post-war 

assessment  made  by  the  Council  which  fixed  a  target  of 
300  dwellings  has  nearly  been  completed. 

GENERAL 

Only  13  Council  houses  were  completed  in  1968  raising 
the  total  number  to  1,160.  The  overall  rate  of  natural  growth, 
far  from  showing  any  sign  of  slackening,  continued  during 
the  year  and  144  private  dwellings  were  completed;  a  further 
252  houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  December. 
The  great  majority  of  these  houses  are  situated  in  these 
villages  already  provided  with  main  drainage. 

The  emphasis  by  private  enterprise  has  again  been  on 
detached  houses  or  bungalows,  the  proportion  of  semi-detached 
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dwellings  under  construction  having  fallen  quite  sharply  in 
the  past  two  years. 

Development  on  even  a  moderate  scale  continues  to  be 
severely  curtailed  in  villages  without  main  drainage,  and  has 
only  become  possible  in  these  because  the  Council  undertakes 
to  adopt  sewage  disposal  plant  and  works  provided  by  private 
developers  if  they  are  constructed  satisfactorily  and  produce 
the  standard  of  effluent  required  by  the  River  Authority. 
All  the  building  plots  made  available  by  the  Council  at 
Somersham  and  Earith  were  sold,  the  majority  of  the  purchasers 
being  persons  with  local  connections  and  included  some 
Council  House  tenants.  Further  single  building  plots  will  be 
offered  for  sale  in  1970.  As  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
Warboys  Main  Drainage  schemes  would  be  completed  in  1970, 
the  Council  sought  and  obtained  planning  permission,  on 
behalf  of  16  different  owners,  of  some  40  acres  of  land  north 
of  the  High  Street,  for  residential  development.  Subsequently 
preparatory  surveys  were  undertaken  with  the  object  of 
acquiring  a  substantial  area  of  the  land  for  both  private  and 
Council  development  and  a  site  for  a  new  County  Primary 
School  required  by  the  Education  Authority.  Negotiations 
were  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  improvement  grant  applications  by  private 
landlords  rose  this  year  to  41,  two  of  which  were  withdrawn, 
the  remainder  being  approved. 

Standard  Grants  amounting  to  £5,909  were  made  in  respect 
of  31  houses  and  Discretionary  Grants  amounting  to  £2,034 
were  made  in  respect  of  8  houses;  averages  of  £190  and  £254 
respectively. 

In  all,  the  Council  has  approved  Grants  totalling  £98,963. 

The  Council  has  pressed  forward  with  its  own  schemes 
for  the  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  houses,  and  274 
had  been  modernised  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  volume  and  variety  of  perishable  foods  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  village  stores  continued  to  increase.  A  lot  of 
time  was  devoted  in  instructing  shopkeepers  on  the  necessity 
of  ensuring  stock-rotation  to  prevent  the  sale  of  stale  and 
unsound  food.  Many  reputable  manufacturers  now  code  their 
perishable  foods  to  indicate  the  date  of  production.  However, 
in  a  rural  area,  there  is  often  a  considerable  time  lag,  due 
to  distribution  difficulties,  before  the  food  reaches  the  retail 
shop.  In  many  cases  the  shopkeeper  is  unable  to  decipher 
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the  code,  in  other  cases,  the  coding  will  not  be  disclosed  to 
the  retailer  by  the  manufacturer  !  So  he  cannot  be  sure  how 
many  days  ‘  shelf-life  ’  he  can  reasonably  expect  from  any 
single  consignment  This  hazard  to  health  is  bound  to  continue 
until  some  practical  method  is  evolved  to  give  full  protection 
to  both  the  retailer  and  the  customer.  The  Consumer  Council 
considers  it  impractical  to  date-stamp  these  food-stulfs,  but 
preventive  measures  to  minimise  illness  or  death  due  to  food 
poisoning  organisms  is  just  as  relevant  to  the  Food  Industry 
as  it  is  to  any  other  organisation.  Aircraft  crashes  causing 
deaths  may  be  more  spectacular  —  they  are  invariable  the 
subject  of  a  public  inquiry  into  the  cause.  Perhaps  more 
lessons  would  be  learnt  if  this  practice  was  extended  to  cover 
the  less  spectacular  deaths  that  occur  each  year  due  to  Food 
Poisoning.  Such  a  policy  might  encourage  manufacturers  to 
allow  retailers  full  credit  for  all  highly  perishable  foods,  such 
as  meat  pies,  fresh  cream  pastries  and  similar  products  that 
remain  unsold  at  the  end  of  their  shelf  life.  Uneconomic  ? 
Impractical  ?  May-be  !,  but  some  national  firms  who 
manufacture  and  retail  such  foods,  clear  their  stocks  each  day. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  purveyed 
by  two  firms.  Two  complaints  were  received  by  the 
Department  in  respect  of  milk  being  delivered  in  ‘  dirty  ’ 
bottles.  It  is  to  be  .regretted  that  the  Clean  Milk  Campaigns 
appear  to  make  little  impact  on  the  consumer.  A  visit  to  the 
Council’s  refuse  tips  is  sufficient  to  show  the  variety  of  purposes 
to  which  such  bottles  are  used  by  the  general  public.  Milk 
today  is  probably  the  safest  of  the  perishable  foods  —  the 
proportion  of  dirty  bottles  that  escape  detection  at  the  principal 
dairies  is  infinitesimal.  The  introduction  of  electric  scanners 
will  pose  problems  for  the  dairymen.  Most  continental 
countries  are  now  using  non-returnable  polythene  containers 
for  milk. 

ICE  CREAM 

Three  more  premises  were  registered  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  retail  sale. 
All  three  premises  continued  the  normal  trend  of  selling 
pre-packed  brands  manufactured  and  distributed  by  national 
concerns.  There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  District. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  area. 
All  the  meat  sold  is  imported  from  adjoining  areas,  butchers 
buying  direct  from  wholesalers  or  from  local  fatstock  markets 
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and  arranging  for  animals  to  be  slaughtered  in  premises 
situated  outside  the  district. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Council  and  two  neighbouring 
Authorities,  the  Department  assists  in  the  inspection  of  meat 
at  Abattoirs  in  those  districts  in  any  emergency. 

Small  quantities  of  tinned  meat,  fruit  and  other  foods  were 
condemned  during  the  year. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

The  Food  premises  in  the  district  have  been  classified 


as  follows 

Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Butchers  . .  . .  . .  8 

Cafes  and  Canteens  . .  . .  11 

Confectioners  . .  . .  . .  2 

Fish  Shops  . .  . .  . .  4 

General  Stores  . .  . .  . .  54 

Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  4 

Licensed  Premises  . .  . .  32 


The  shops  are  small  and  are  mostly  owner-occupied, 
very  few  shop  assistants  being  employed. 

ADULTERATION 

Huntingdon  County  Council  is  the  primary  Authority 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  those  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to  adulteration. 

No  special  circumstances  arose  where  it  was  considered 
any  action  could,  with  advantage,  be  taken  by  the  Department. 
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